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I was having a bad day. I know that is hard 
to believe in the cemetery industry….but it 
was just one of those days where one thing 
after another kept happening. And as I sat 
in my car waiting on a repair person to help 
with some cemetery equipment that had 
gone astray I happened to look to my left at 
the beautiful blooming hedge that was right 
next to the road where I was parked. It was 
teeming with all different sizes and colors 
of butterflies and tons of honey bees. They 
were buzzing and fluttering about, landing 
on flowers, pollinating and generally just 
being beautiful and alive! And I realized, 
once again, what a privilege it is to be in the 
industry that we are in. Of course we deal 
with grieving and death—but we are 

surrounded by the living beautiful creatures that are still here to attest 
to the legacies and lives of those that we are honoring. Our work is 

important. And our Association helps us to do our work and to help each 
other. Have a beautiful day my friends and notice the little things.

http://www.virginiacemeteryassociation.com


King George services remembers 
the forgotten, those whose remains 

were unclaimed
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More than 70 
people gathered in a 
King George County 
cemetery on Tuesday 
to remember, not 
a dearly departed 
relative or friend, 
but the forgotten—
those who never had 
a funeral service, 
either because 
they had no family 
or none of their 
survivors could 
afford the cost.

Storke Funeral Home 
Director David 
Storke arranged the 
service, which didn’t 
skimp on the finer touches. After the crowd assembled around 
the burial ground, bagpipe player Dylan Lormand stood under 
the American flag and played “Amazing Grace.” Then, a black 
horse driven by Ricky McLeod, whose son, R.K., walked along, 
pulled the caisson carrying the casket to a triangular-shaped 
plot at Historyland Memorial Park in King George County.

Law enforcement representatives and men of the cloth from 
Caroline, King George, Spotsylvania and Westmoreland 
counties then committed the unclaimed cremated remains 
of 54 souls into the ground. A gravestone marked “Tomb of 
the Forgotten” and featuring a photo of Saint Jane Frances 
DeChantal, the patron saint of forgotten people, noted their 
final resting place.

After the service, several residents thanked Storke for giving the 
forgotten such a memorable send-off.

“This says a lot about how we value human life,” said Sarah 
Torbeck of Westmoreland. “I think it’s a great message in this 
time when human life and dignity are under assault.”

Even Storke was surprised by the turnout.

“This is actually more folks than we have here for a lot of services 
for people who have family,” he said.

Most of the crowd came from St. Elizabeth of Hungary and St. 
Anthony of Padua parish of Colonial Beach and King George. 

Father Francis DeRosa 
held a service at the 
King George Catholic 
church before the 
graveside event. 
Many parishioners, 
from school children 
on their summer 
vacation to older 
residents, attended the 
internment as well, 
saying it was their duty 
as Christians to pay 
their final respects.

“Burying the dead is 
one of the corporal 
acts of mercy,” said 
Howard Thomas of 

King George. He thanked Storke and his team for all the “extra 
touches” that made the service meaningful. “It was magnificent.”

Even though state law allows funeral directors such as Storke to 
dispose of cremated remains that haven’t been claimed, he just 
couldn’t bring himself to do it without a proper service.

“It just worked on me for years, having [the urns] sitting on the 

By Cathy Dyson
The Free Lance–Star, Jun 4, 2019
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shelf,” said Storke, who owns funeral homes in Bowling Green 
and King George.

As he talked with sheriffs in the local region, Storke discovered 
they didn’t have the heart for it, either. State law says the 
primary law enforcement agency of the person’s residence has 
to bear the cost of burying or cremating remains when no else 
steps up to do it.

Most people have no idea that it comes out of law enforcement 
budgets, Storke said, which means local taxpayers ultimately 
pay the bill.

Sheriff ’s offices in the region typically choose cremation because 
it’s less expensive, and after a lengthy process that includes 
petitioning the court, they either store the boxes of remains at 
funeral homes or their own offices.

Storke contacted every law enforcement agency in the region 
and gathered 54 sets of remains, which were placed in the coffin 
and put in the ground. That included 21 from Spotsylvania, 
17 from King George, 12 from Caroline and four from 
Westmoreland.

Clergy from each county read the roll call of names, which 
included people from ages 37 to 81. Many were “regular citizens 

who died but unfortunately” didn’t have any friends or family 
left who could take care of their funeral service, said Lt. Kevin 
Brandts of King George.

Spotsylvania Detective Leonard Short said he was glad Storke 
came up with a solution. “It’s a good feeling,” he said. “It feels 
like they’re home.”

Church members who gathered at the cemetery weren’t just 
casual observers. Sonia Stockard of Colonial Beach placed a 
bouquet of pink and blue hydrangeas on the tombstone, and 
vocalist Sarah Snow led a group hymn at the end of the service. 
Later, other parishioners gathered to pray the rosary. 

King George resident John Schmutte struggled to contain his 
emotions. He realized he had played softball, years ago, with 
one of the men interred and had no idea he was among the 
forgotten.

“We’re all gonna be here someday. Let’s just hope somebody 
remembers us,” he said, shaking his head. “Oh, mercy.”

The collected remains filled the entire coffin, and Storke said 
there’s space at the Tomb of the Forgotten for two more burial 
vaults. The group will schedule more services in the future, as 
needed.
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Update on the 
cemetery thefts 

from last year here 
in Richmond 

A Grand Jury in Nottoway County has indicted Justin Kyle 
on three grand larceny charges (the charges were ‘enhanced’ 
due to previous convictions in Lunenburg County) on 7 May 
and he was arrested the same day. He was arraigned on 10 May. 
He will have a trial by jury on 16 October, and the trial has 
been posted to the public docket The docket does not list his 
attorney’s name.

C. Clayton Shepherd of the Friends of Shockoe Hill Cemetery 
has been called as a witness. Photographs of Kyle taken by 
trailcams during the thefts will be used as evidence.

People in Washington 
state may soon have a new 
option to choose from when 
planning their burial wishes. 
As The Seattle Times reports, 
a bill that would legalize 
human composting has 
passed the state’s Senate and 
House of Representatives, 
and now it’s waiting on final 
approval from the governor.

Human composting is what 
it sounds like: Instead of 
being cremated or pumped 
with embalming chemicals 
and buried in a casket, 
people can elect to have their corpses placed in the earth where 
microbes break them down naturally and convert them into 
soil. The process happens inside special reusable, hexagonal 
“recomposition vessels” especially designed for the urban 
environment. Bill 5001 [PDF] also covers alkaline hydrolysis 

or “liquid cremation,” a process in which human remains are 
placed in a solution of water and lye to gradually decompose. 

Alkaline hydrolysis is already legal in 
15 states, but if Washington approves 
the bill, it will become the first state to 
allow human composting.

Proponents of so-called “organic 
reduction” say it’s more eco-friendly 
than traditional burial methods. 
Nutrients in the body help nourish 
life, and no chemicals or materials are 
added to the soil that will stay there 
for hundreds of years. It’s also about 
$2000 cheaper than traditional burial 
methods.

The bill passed 80-16 in the House 
and 36-11 in the Senate. Governor Jay 
Inslee is expected to make a decision 
on the legislation soon, and if he signs 

it into law, it will take effect on May 1, 2020.

Human composting, or recomposing, is just one eco-friendly 
post-life plan. Some other options include feeding remains to 
vultures and burying a body in a head-to-toe suit lined with 
mushroom spores.

Washington Is Set to Become the First 
State to Allow Human Composting

By Michele Debczak 
The Seattle Times, April 22, 2019



Police: Teen girl’s body was dumped at 
cemetery in Portsmouth 

By Tamara Scott, Aesia Toliver 
WAVY News, July 29, 2019 
PORTSMOUTH, Va. — A 17-year-old girl is dead after police say she was found with a gunshot wound Saturday night Portsmouth 
Police say they were notified around 9:20 p.m. that a person had been shot in the 3300 block of High Street. When they arrived to 
Evergreen Memorial Park, they found the girl with a gunshot wound to the upper body.

Neighbors tell 10 On Your Side’s Aesia Toliver police were investigating an area of the cemetery late Saturday night. “We saw them 
flying down the street, we thought it was a fire or something so we came down here and they were taping it off and we saw the body 
over here in the middle of the field,” one neighbor explained. Police say the girl was not shot at the cemetery, but that her body was 
dumped there.
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2019 - 2020 VCA Committee Assignments
President:
Susan Mini 
Sherwood Memorial Park
P.O. Box 30
Salem, VA 24152
Phone: 540-389-2171
Fax: 540-375-7335
susanm@sherwoodmemorialpark.com

1st Vice President & Director:
Jim Meadows (2023)
Westhampton Memorial Park
10000 Patterson Ave.
Richmond, VA 23238
Phone: 804-740-1948
Fax: 804-740-9352
james.meadows@dignitymemorial.com

2nd Vice President 
Jim Laidler 
City of Richmond Cemeteries
1401 S. Randolph St.
Richmond, VA 23220
Phone: 804-646-1402
Fax: 804-646-1269
james.laidler@richmondgov.com

Secretary & Director:
David Gilliam (2020)
Hollywood Cemetery
412 S. Cherry Street
Richmond, VA 23220
Phone: 804-648-8501 
Fax: 804-644-7345
dgilliam@hollywoodcemetery.org

Treasurer & Director:
Jimmy Stuart (2021)
Parklawn Memorial Park
155 Butler Farm Rd.
Hampton, VA 23666
Phone: 757-766-1063
Fax: 757-865-6091
james.stuart@sci-us.com
 

Co-Supplier Representatives:
Al Fritz
Matthews International
Two North Shore Center
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Phone: 412-571-5230 
Fax: 412-325-3902
afritz@matw.com

Paula Manson
Wrenn’s Mill Enterprises
14235 Bethany Church Road
Smithfield, VA 23430
Phone: 757-356-9943
paulasmanson@gmail.com

Mike Ash
Matthews International
Two North Shore Center
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Phone: 412-571-5230
Fax: 412-325-3902
mash@matw.com

Other Directors:
Chad Aylestock (2023) 
Fairfax Memorial Park
9900 Braddock Rd.
Fairfax, VA 22032
Phone: 703-323-5202
Fax: 703-323-5324
chada@fmpark.com

Angela Byrum (2021)
Williamsburg Memorial Park
130 King William Dr.
Williamsburg, VA 23188
Phone: 757-565-2006
Fax: 757-565-4707
abyrum@williamsburgmemorialpark.com

Daun Thomas Frankland (2020)
Columbia Gardens Cemetery
3411 Arlington Blvd
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: 703-527-1235
Fax: 703-525-1341
daun@columbiagardenscemetery.org
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Other Directors: (cont.)
Stephen Gillespie (2021)
Blue Ridge Memorial Gardens
5737 Airport Drive
Roanoke, VA 24012
Phone:  540-366-6574
stephen.gillespie@dignitymemorial.com

Paul Hazelgrove (2022)
SCI / Woody Funeral Home
1771 N. Parham Road
Richmond, VA 23229
Phone:  804-288-3013
paul.hazelgrove@dignitymemorial.com

Hinton Hurff, Sr. (2023)
Greenlawn Memorial Gardens
P. O. Box 3007
Portsmouth, VA 23701
Phone: 757-488-2546
greenlawnmemorial@verizon.net

Tony Peterson (2023)
Highland Memory Garden
5555 Lee Highway
Dublin, VA 24084
Phone: 540-674-5231
stephen.gillespie@dignitymemorial.com

Caroline Smyth (2022)
Stafford Memorial Park
154 Shelton Shop Road
Stafford, VA 22554
Phone:  540-659-2191
Fax:  540-288-1021
cssmyth.smp@gmail.com
 
David Storke (2020)
Historyland Memorial Park
11227 James Madison Pkwy.
King George, VA 22485
Phone:  540-775-7733
david@historylandmemorialpark.com

Executive Committee
Susan Mini – President, Chairman
Jim Meadows – 1st Vice President
David Gilliam – Secretary
Jimmy Stuart – Treasurer
Chad Aylestock 

Consumer Protection
Jimmy Stuart- Chairman  
Angela Byrum
Chad Aylestock
 
Ethics & Rules  
Steve Gillespie – Chairman
David Gilliam
Chad Aylestock
 
Finance
Jimmy Stuart - Chairman
David Gilliam
  
History
Angela Byrum – Chairman
David Gilliam
Jim Laidler
 
Legislative
Mike Doherty – Chairman
Jimmy Stuart
Caroline Smyth
 
Membership
Daun Frankland – Chairman
Tony Peterson

Programs / Sponsorship
Jim Meadows – 1st VP, Chairman
Jim Laidler – 2nd VP
Angela Byrum
Caroline Smyth

Spotlight /Website
Jim Laidler - Chairman
Daun Frankland
Caroline Smyth
 
Supplier Representative
Al Fritz – Matthews International
Paula Manson – Wrenn’s Mill
Mike Ash – Matthews International

Veterans Liaison
Wally Frankland - Chairman





 
 

INVOICE – 2020 Dues 

Due by January 31, 2020 

ANNUAL DUES CONSIST OF TWO PARTS (Number 1 and 2 below): 

1) Basic for the calendar year (Cemetery or Supplier) $  250.00 

2) Assessment for the legislative & consumer protection committee use as authorized $1.50 for 
each interment and entombment in your cemetery for the period Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2020. 
Number of burials ____________ x  $ 1.50 =  _____________.      $

3) Associate Member (Each cemetery may have one or more with no voting privileges) 
Number ________ x $100.00 each = _________. (optional) $ 
Please print name (s) ____________________________________________________. 
_____________________________________________________________________. 

4) Professional (Administration, Grounds, Sales  with no voting privileges) $25.00 each.
Number ________ x $25.00 each = _________. (optional) $ 
Please print name (s) ____________________________________________________. 
_____________________________________________________________________. 

6) Spotlight – VCA Newsletter - Advertising (attached and is optional) $ 

$ Total of 1 - 6 
(Due by January 31, 2020) 

Your check should be made payable to the VCA and returned to the address below: 

Name of Cemetery/Supplier: ______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
City   Zip 

Credit Card Number _______________________________________________________________________ 

Type of Card ____________________________________ Expiration Date ___________________________ 

Authorized Signature: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for your continued support of the Virginia Cemetery Association! 

IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS:    95.5% of VCA dues may be deductible as ordinary and necessary business 
expense.  The remaining 4.5% is allocable to lobbying expenses of the VCA and is not tax deductible.  Further information should be 
obtained from your tax advisor. 
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Starting in early Fall 2019, DPOR will streamline professional licensing across Virginia. As legislated 
in the 2019 Session of the General Assembly,* DPOR will partner with online credentialing service 
Merit to drive innovation, digital transformation, and efficiency for all.

Learn more at merits.com/DPOR     |     Get help at merits.com/knowledge/DPOR

*Paragraph D of Item 119 of the 2018-2020 Appropriations Act
** Regulants: Ensure DPOR has your accurate email address by visiting dpor.virginia.gov/FormsAndApplications/

Confidential | Copyright © 2019 Merit International Inc.

Merit will power all DPOR licensed professionals’ digital licenses and credentials in their online platform that is accessible, 
verifiable, and free of charge. Licenses will be issued and used the same way, but now made more available with a few taps 
on a smartphone or web browser. Organizations and the public will be able to efficiently check the digital credentials of 
licensed professionals to give them confidence in the veracity of their licenses.

What is Merit?

Merit lets everyone access, track, and organize their life’s achievements giving them the confidence, autonomy, and foresight to pursue 

their life’s goals. Merit enables organizations to securely issue and manage digital merits in order to better engage, serve, and grow their 

member community. Merit offers organizations and individuals a way to leverage a single secure platform to verify their personal and 

professional qualifications versus relying on analog siloed systems of paper certificates, ledgers, and plastic identification cards.

Who is this for?

All historical and current regulants (individuals holding licenses, certifications, registrations and other authorizations issued by DPOR) 

with a registered email address will be issued digital licenses.

SEND1.

DPOR issues digital licenses/credentials to all regulants with registered email 

addresses.**

RECEIVE2.

Regulants will receive an email from DPOR via Merit, which will give them access 

to their digital licenses on their new Merit profile.

Regulants will also be able to centrally manage all of their industry credentials, 

such as training and memberships, from participating organizations.

VERIFY3.

Regulants will be able to share their licenses/credentials with organizations and 

individuals through the many different verification methods available.

How does it work?



Don Green Becomes 
an Honorary Member

By Susan Mini, President/CEO 
Sherwood Memorial Park
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Congratulations to Angela Byrum and 
Chad Aylestock!

By Susan Mini, President/CEO 
Sherwood Memorial Park 

Congratulations to Angela Byrum and Chad Aylestock for achieving the 

Certified Cemetery Executive designation (CCE) from the International 

Cemetery, Crematory and Funeral Association (ICCFA). Angela has given us 

some thoughts on this designation and her achievement below. We are so proud 

of you both here at the Virginia Cemetery Association!

“The Certified Cemetery Executive designation is awarded by the ICCFA to individuals that have dedicated themselves to the 

cemetery industry and the communities they serve.  The designation has only been given to roughly 100 individuals to date 

internationally.  A committee reviews the body of work of the applicant and applies a numeric score for criteria which includes 

seminars, conferences and service to other associations, such as state.  The overall score as well as years of service determine whether 

a candidate receives the designation. 

”For me, the largest two contributing factors to my awarding of the designation was the years of service to the Virginia Cemetery 

Association on the Executive Committee and graduating from the ICCFA University.”

It was like old times having Don Green and his lovely wife Linda join us at 

our Annual Meeting in Natural Bridge! Don retired last year, but his years 

of service to the industry are many and his faithfulness and friendship are 

immeasurable. Don started in the industry back in 1953. His father sold part of the family farm to a cemetery developer, and after 

that if Don was not at school then you could find him at the cemetery. He served four times as President of the Colorado Cemetery 

Association in the 17 years he was a member. He also served 4 years in the North Carolina Association, before settling in with the 

Virginia Cemetery Association back in about 2008. We missed Don so much that we made him an Honorary Member and we will 

look forward to keeping up with him in the future. Congratulations, Don!
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VIRGINIA 
CEMETERY 
ASSOCIATION 2019 71st Annual 

Meeting
The Future is a Mystery 

Tools to Unravel the Clues We See Coming

Photo Album
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Virginia�Cemetery�Association 
Annual�Meeting�2020�&�����������������
Annual�Meeting�2022 

June�3rd-7th,�2020�&� 
June�1st-5th,�2022 

Sheraton�Virginia�Beach�Oceanfront�Hotel� 
3501�Atlantic�Ave� 

Virginia�Beach,�VA�23451 

SAVE�THE�DATE! 

Virginia�Cemetery�Association 
P.O.�Box�74428 
N.�Chesterfield,�Virginia�23236 
Office:�804-675-7502 
Fax:�815-346-5909 
www.virginiacemeteryassociation.com 

 
Annual�Conferences�will�be�held�at�the� 

Sheraton�Virginia�Beach�Oceanfront�Hotel� 
 

Look�for�more�information�coming�soon! 
 

 
 

Meeting�starts�off�with� 
President’s�Welcome�Reception��� 

��� 
 

Sheraton�Virginia�Beach�Oceanfront�Hotel� 
800-325-3535�or�757-425-9000 

 www.sheratonvirginiabeach.com 
 
 

Save�The�Date! 
June�3rd-7th,�2020�& 
June�1st-5th,2022 

 

VCA�Annual�Meeting 




