
 

 

Inside this issue: 

Legislative Update  2 

Cemetery Thefts 3 

Mysterious Additions 4 

Going Green 6-7 

Annual Meeting Pictures 8 

Mid-Atlantic 9 

2019 Annual Conference 10 

Hello VCA  
Members! 
  
     This summer 
has been a busy 
one for the Virginia 
Cemetery Associa-
tion! Within the 
first month of  
being inducted as 
your VCA  
President, a  
responsibility that 

I am humbled and honored to take on, we 
have already  received numerous inquiries 
and information requests. The new website 
has really given us a format to reach so many 
and I thank  Jim Laidler for all of his hard 
work on that! We have helped with  
information from getting started on a new 
burial ground to apprehending  someone that 
was stealing from one. Mike Doherty and our 

legislative team have the knowledge and 
expertise to navigate getting the job done. 
But, what really strikes me about all of it is 
the true community that we have in the 
death care industry. We are all here to help 
those in grief and need, but we are also here 
to help each other. I truly see and believe 
that every day. What a blessing it is to be in 
an industry like ours! Please encourage  
anyone that you know in the industry to get 
involved with the VCA. The information and 
support we receive from each other at the 
conferences is invaluable! Hope to see all of 
you at the Mid-Atlantic Conference for even 
more networking, knowledge and sharing.  

 
Sincerely, 
Susan Mini 
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Presidents Report 
By: Susan Mini 

If I cannot do great things. I can do small things in a great way. Martin Luther King Jr.  

ICCFA University Graduate’s Experience  
By: Angela M. Byrum 
     Over the past 4 summers, I have attended the ICCFA 
University held at the Fogleman Center, University of  
Memphis.  This program is designed to fit the schedule of 
most funeral professionals.  You can go for just one year and 
attend one of the eight colleges or you can attend multiple 
years.  I attended 4 years and graduated their program this 
past July.  I found the information, quality of speakers and 
facilities to be exceptional.  This year I attended the College 
of Land Management and Grounds Operations.  The class 
was a great mix of managers and supervisors.   The topics 
ranged from OSHA to cemetery sustainability.  This college 
addressed cremation and explored the success and failure of 
cremation products nationwide.  I  highly recommend this 
ICCFA program and specifically the College of Land  
Management and Grounds   Operations to all cemetery  
professionals.  You won’t be disappointed.  Besides, what a 
great opportunity to explore Memphis and all the amazing  
Bar-b-que restaurants the area has to offer.  Please reach 
out if you would like more information:  
abyrum@williamsburgmemorialpark.com. 
 

 Angela M. Byrum (center) 



 

 

2018 Legislative Update 
 

By: VCA Legislative Committee: Michael H. Doherty 
AS CARETAKERS, CEMETERIES CAN PURSUE  

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL REMEDIES FOR DAMAGE, THEFT  
AND DESTRUCTION OF MARKERS 

 
     The VCA Legislative Committee does not just stand ready to 
monitor, support or oppose cemetery and funeral  
legislation that comes up each year in the General Assembly. 
When we discover things that could improve laws for cemeteries, 
we try to get them enacted.  
 
     One such accomplishment occurred in 2004 when the issue 
arose that markers, gravestones, etc. in cemeteries may  
technically be the property of the lot owner (since the cemetery  
or monument dealer sold it to them). So when it is damaged or  
stolen, the injured party is the lot owner, not the cemetery.  
However, as caretaker, the cemetery has an interest in  
maintaining the property.  
 
     Accordingly, the VCA initiated legislation in 2004 providing 
that cemeteries can pursue criminal and civil remedies for  
damage, theft or destruction of markers and other objects  
on graves.  
 

CRIMINAL 
 
      Code of Virginia §18.2-127(B) now states:  
 

Any person who willfully or maliciously 
destroys, mutilates, defaces, injures, or 
removes any object or structure  
permanently attached or affixed within 
any church or on church property, any 
tomb, monument, gravestone, or other 
structure placed within any cemetery, 
graveyard, or place of burial, or within any 
lot belonging to any memorial or  
monumental association, or any fence, 
railing, or other work for the protection or 
ornament of any tomb, monument,  
gravestone, or other structure aforesaid, 
or of any cemetery lot within any cemetery 
is guilty of a Class 6 felony. A person  
convicted under this section who is  
required to pay restitution by the court 
shall be required to pay restitution to the 
church, if the property damaged is  
property of the church, or to the owner of a 
cemetery, if the property damaged is  
located within such cemetery regardless of 
whether the property damaged is owned 
by the cemetery or by another person. 
 

CIVIL 
 
        Code of Virginia §8.01-44.6 now states: 
 

The owner or operator of a cemetery  
company may bring an action to recover 
damages sustained, together with costs 
and reasonable attorneys' fees, against 
any person who willfully or maliciously 

destroys, mutilates, defaces, injures, or 
removes any tomb, monument,  
gravestone, or other structure placed 
within any cemetery, graveyard, or place 
of burial, or within any lot belonging to 
any memorial or monumental  
association, or any fence, railing, or other 
work for the protection or ornament of 
any tomb, monument, gravestone, or 
other structure aforesaid, or of any  
cemetery lot within any cemetery. The 
cemetery owner or operator may recover, 
as part of damages sustained, the cost of 
repair or replacement of damaged  
property, including any labor costs,  
regardless of whether the property  
damaged is owned by the cemetery or by 
another person. 

 
     This issue recently arose at a cemetery in Richmond where a 
person was photographed stealing signs and markers. However, 
the police would not charge him because the family members 
were not the “complaints” (who were all deceased or otherwise 
unable to come forward). One email by the cemetery to VCA  
President Susan Mini (who checked with the Legislative  
Committee) resulted in informing the police of §18.2-127(B)  
and the person was arrested. Criminal felony charges against 
him are now pending.  
 
     Other examples of “pro-cemetery” legislation the VCA has 
accomplished in recent years are:  
 

Correction of interment errors 
Recovery of abandoned interment rights 
When next of kin disagree 
Civil immunities 
Notarized signature of one next of kin 
10% tree canopy 
Meaning of “cemetery” for zoning purposes 

 
     A “refresher course” on these laws will be presented at the 
next VCA meeting.  
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   Last October, the Friends of Shockoe Hill Cemetery (FOSHC) 
began placing trail cameras throughout the cemetery. The funds 
for the cameras were raised in hopes that they would capture 
images of some of the people dumping trash or engaging in other 
undesirable activity in the cemetery.  
     The cameras were moved several times after that, sometimes 
because they were motion activated and caught 1,000 images of a 
branch moving in the wind, or people walking in the cemetery at 
3:00 or 4:00 AM.  
     All of that changed drastically on June 17 of this year. The 
president of the FOSHC was present that day for an event. He 
decided to take the chips from the cameras when he left to check 
for any unwanted activity. He hit the jackpot. 
     Two of the cameras captured images of a man taking items 
from the graves (Image 1 and 2). One of the images even  
captured his vehicle leaving the scene, license plate clearly  
visible in the image (Image 3). Some of the items we saw in the 
images included a marble cross from the top of a monument, 
Confederate honor crosses, flag holders, perpetual care signs and 
items we could not see because they were obscured by his body.  
A brief walk through the cemetery revealed several missing  
memorials as well as more crosses, flag holders and signs. 
     The FOSHC president informed me Monday (June 18) that he 
had these pictures and asked if the city was prepared to move 
forward and prosecute this individual. I checked with my  
superiors and was told absolutely, yes. The pictures were  
forwarded to me and I went to the Fourth Precinct Tuesday 
morning to file a report.  
      Once the report was filed, we were asked for an inventory of 
items that were stolen. We used pictures from our files as well as 
some images from Find-a-grave to identify these items. Once the 
list was submitted, the detective contacted us again and asked if 
we had a list of victims, i.e. family members that could sign a 
complaint. Since the cemetery is 186 years old, we knew that 
would be a very short list, perhaps not long enough to claim the 
dollar value needed to classify this as a felony. 
      That surprised us, so I turned to the VCA. I spoke with Susan 
Mini and explained the situation and asked if it was something 

she felt the Legislative Committee should look at. Susan emailed 
Mike Doherty who informed us that the statute had been 
changed in 2006 because of an incident similar to this. I  
forwarded Mike’s information to the detective, who read the new 
statute and immediately filed a request for a warrant.  
(See Mike’s article in this issue) 
     The problem is the suspect lives in Blackstone, VA, which 
means Richmond PD has to rely on Blackstone PD, Nottoway 
County Sherriff or VSP to make the arrest. As of today, they are 
actively looking for him.  
      New development came up when the former president of 
FOHC visited the cemetery this past Saturday (July 21) to find a 
pile of items near the front gates. Most of the items were from 
Shockoe Hill, but some were not. Also contained in this pile was a 
handwritten note of apology. 
     Since then, images of the suspect and some of the stolen  
items have been posted on the FOSHC website and facebook, 
along with contact information for Detective O’Neil and 
Crimestoppers. As of this writing, over 800 people have viewed 
the information on the website, and at least five people have 
called Crimestoppers with information. We expect an arrest  
is imminent. 
     The purpose of this story is not just to make our members 
aware of the statute, but also that this individual has been  
spotted in other cemeteries. The suspect, prior to the discovery  
of items left at the cemetery, had surrendered other items to  
Detective O’Neil. Most of them were not from Shockoe Hill, so we 
can only conclude this activity is widespread. Since the suspect 
lives some 60 miles from Richmond, at least those cemeteries 
within 60 miles of Blackstone VA may be involved.  
     Should you believe any of these items may have been taken 
from your location, Detective O’Neil may be reached at  
804-646-4105, or email at: willie.o’neil@richmondgov.com  
     As of 4:00 PM July 23, the suspect, Justin Randolph Kile, has 
been apprehended by the Nottoway County Sherriff. He was 
found due to a tip from someone who saw Mr. Kile’s picture on 
the FOSHC website.  

Thefts at Shockoe Hill Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia 
 

By: Jim Laidler 
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Mysterious Additions to Historic Cemetery ‘Upset’ Volunteers 
 

By: Wayne Covil  and Kathryn Young WTVR CBS 6 
   BLACKSTONE, Va. -- Lakeview Cemetery in Blackstone is 
has thousands of headstones, but recently, the caretaker of the 
historic cemetery noticed that items were not missing, but being 
added to the property. 
     “I don’t know where they came from,” said Philip  
Vannoorbeeck, the Blackstone town manager and keeper  
of Lakeview Cemetery. 
     Many of the newly added headstones are propped up and 
there is no new grave underneath the headstones. Some of the 
new markers added are more than 100 years old and appear to 
be from other cemeteries across the area. 
     “The reason I know they’re new, if you lift them up, they’re 
not attached and the grass isn’t even fully dead yet,”  
Vannoorbeeck said. 
     One longtime volunteer at Historic Blandford Cemetery in  
Petersburg, Donny Hicks, drove to Lakeview Cemetery in  
Blackstone after learning of thefts at Shockoe Hill Cemetery in 
Richmond on Monday. 
     He was surprised to see a stone that he says used to be in  
Blandford Cemetery. 
     “I noticed Jane’s stone as soon as I turned in here,” Hicks said. 
“I’m disappointed and very upset.” 
     Hicks said he also recognized the stone of a 14-year-old boy 
killed just months before the end of the Civil War. He said the 

grave used to sit next to his brother in Petersburg. An online 
database shows both graves are in Blandford Cemetery and 
some featured pictures of the headstones on Find A Grave. A 
walk through of Lakeview Cemetery found at least two other 
grave markers that appear to belong in Peterbsurg. 
     Other cemeteries in Virginia that may be missing items that 
were found in Lakeview Cemetery include Oak Ridge Cemetery 
in South Boston, Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Richmond and Sunset 
Hill Cemetery in Burkeville. 
     Additional new items found in Lakeview include flags and 
iron crosses. The mysterious additions are a cause of concern for 
some members of Blackstone Town Council. 
     “Let them lay in peace,” said Nathaniel Miller, a member of 
Blackstone Town Council. “Don’t disturb them, let their graves 
where they lay, leave them there.” 
     Vannoorbeeck says if it can be confirmed where the “added  
headstones” are originally from he would have no problem giving 
them back. 
     “If they belong somewhere else, we want them returned,”  
Vannoorbeeck said. 
     Petersburg Police confirm they are now investigating the  
possible theft of grave markers from Blandford Cemetery. 

Arlington Cemetery is Filling Up 
 

From: AARP Bulletin, July/August 2018� 
Despite planned expansions, Arlington National Cemetery is 
nearing capacity. Here are some facts: 
400,000 
Estimated number of graves 
7,000  
Approximate number of graves added each year 
35 
Years until full, under existing rules 
1864 
The year Civil War dead were first buried there, on what had 
been the estate of Robert E. Lee’s wife 
4,641 
Unknown soldiers buried there, including those in the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier from WWI, WWII and Korea 
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     People enjoy meadows, wildlife and 
forest trails in life. Why not have them in 
death? 

     Green burials are gaining in  
popularity across the country and  
Rochester is part of the movement. Four 
of the eight Green Burial Council-certified 
cemeteries in New York state are in the 
Rochester area. 

     “I definitely think that it’s trending at 
this time,” said Matt Reeves, owner 
of Reeves and Baskerville Funeral 
Homes in Wilmington, Illinois, and a 
spokesman for the National Funeral  
Directors Association. “Right now  
especially with the millennials, the  
millennials are that eco-conscious group 
that's upcoming.” 

     Actually, preparing a body for green 
burial isn't a new trend at all. The  
principles have been around for centuries, 
it just wasn't called green burial. For  
example, a traditional Jewish burial 
would be considered "green," said Josh 
Miller, the fifth-generation owner 
of Miller Funeral and Cremation in  
Henrietta.  

     A green burial doesn't use embalming 
chemicals that contain formaldehyde,  
and caskets need to be biodegradable and 
built without using any metals. Pine  
caskets, wicker baskets, cardboard and 
shrouds can be green, but everything 
needs to decompose. 

     Green burials are eco-friendly with     
minimal impact on the Earth, according 
to the Green Burial Council, and there 
are different levels of green practices.  

     “I never wanted to be embalmed and  
I didn't like the fact that a lot of the      
caskets are made out of precious  
hardwood from the rain forest and travel  
thousands of miles just to be buried in  
the ground,” said Jennifer Johnson,          
co-founder of  Greensprings Natural  
Cemetery Preserve. 

     Greenspring Natural Cemetery  
Preserve, located south of Ithaca, opened 
in 2006 and was the first place of its kind 
in the state. Greenspring is as simple as 
can be for green burials and is a nature 
preserve for wildlife. The site has 130 
acres, mostly meadows and woods — the 
site is  surrounded by 8,000 acres of  

protected forests. 

     “The idea is to get the body back to the 
Earth because that's how nature handles 
everything. You go into the woods, and if 
an animal dies in the woods it goes right 
back to the Earth. It's such an important 
part of the recycling that happens 
because we are part of the food chain," 
Johnson said.  

      Industry experts say the future of        
cemeteries could look a lot more inviting 
to visitors as many will be designed to 
look more like parks and appear to be less 
depressing while preserving wildlife. 

     White Haven Memorial Park looks like 
a park in many ways. It has a 1.6-mile 
trail through the woods — fitting as it’s in 
Perinton, which bills itself as Trail Town 
USA. The cemetery is developed to 
be comforting and uplifting rather than 
dark and gloomy, said Andrea             
Vittum, president of White Haven.  

     White Haven became the first  
cemetery to be certified by Audubon  
International in its commitment to the  
environment 20 years ago. The nonprofit 
supports environmental education and 
responsible land, water and wildlife  
management. It has certified members 
across 34  countries.  

     White Haven is a hybrid cemetery that 
offers traditional lawn burials with vaults 
marked by a flush plaque, mausoleum or 
their specialties, a rock garden, a nature 
trail for cremated remains or green burial 
in a wildflower meadow. 

     “Initially I was planning on being  
cremated, but some friends of mine told 
me that it takes a lot of energy to combust 

the body," said Cathy Feldman of  
Penfield. "And because I’m all about 
conserving energy and the importance  
of the whole green movement, I thought 
that was the last thing I wanted to do 
when I pass."  

     Feldman was getting her will in order 
for whenever her time comes. She didn't 
want to be a burden on her family and 
started to align arrangements this  
summer, she said. Feldman called White 
Haven and felt its options were  
compatible with her personal beliefs,  
she said. 

     Caring about the environment fits 
with White Haven's beliefs, too.  

     About 15 years ago, with a need for 
new spaces, Vittum said the 
staff assessed, “We could either chop 
down the trees and mow the meadow or 
find a way to use them for burials." 

     They introduced green burial, the rock 
lawn and the nature trail.  

    “We're not a traditional cemetery in 
most any way you can think of,” Vittum 
said. “It is quite unique and we think 
unique in a good way.”  

     For instance, cemetery staff has helped 
nest bluebirds. Bluebirds nearly went 
extinct but the staff at White Haven, with 
the help of Audubon International, has 
rescued and hatched baby bluebirds and 
the population is now increasing.  

      When Feldman dies, she will have a 
green burial and be placed in the  
wildflower meadow where the bluebirds 
nest each spring. 

     “(It) really gave me a sense of peace 
and that in my departure I wasn't going 
to do anything to hurt the environment, 
as well as help my family,” she said. 

     Feldman is passionate about the  
environment and comes from a Jewish 
tradition. 

     “It just seems so right,” she said of her 
final choice. 

     Using a new funeral practice also 
doesn't mean a person has to compromise  
tradition or faith.  

More Cemeteries are Going Green  
 

By: Meghan Finnerty, Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 

Part of the nature area at White  
Haven Memorial Park  
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     A change in the Catholic Church's  
guidelines led the Daleys of Perinton to 
select cremation and have their urns  
buried in the nature trail at White  
Haven — an earthy option, while not 
green.  

     “The church used to say you're not 
supposed to cremate but now it’s OK,” 
Mary Ann Daley said. 

     In 1963 the Catholic Church  
permitted cremation under certain  
conditions. In 2016, it clarified that  
cremated remains shouldn't be scattered 
or divided up, or sit on a mantel; they 
need to be buried all in one place. 

     After visiting, White Haven clicked 
with the Daleys. Their children like  
nature and the venue is peaceful. Plus, 
Mary Ann won't be far from where her 
parents are laid to rest in another  
section, she explained. 

     “I like trees, it was a nice shady spot 
and the stream just looked like  
someplace in the Adirondacks,  
practically,” Mary Ann's husband, Joseph 
Daley, said. The Daleys picked four spots 
on the nature trail. 

     Holy Sepulchre Cemetery on Lake  
Avenue was the first Catholic cemetery to 
be green burial-certified, said Lynn  
Sullivan, the CEO of Holy Sepulchre  
Cemetery and Ascension Garden.  
 
     Rochester tends to be a sustainability-
conscious place, Sullivan said. In 2013 
Holy Sepulchre began to explore having 
green burials. It later added the option  
at Ascension Garden in Henrietta, too. 

     Changes in the industry are not just 
about what's in the ground, but what's  
on it, too.  

     "I was the person that drove as fast 
past cemeteries as possible, holding my 
breath," Sullivan said. Now she's working 
to make sure it's a place people want to 
go to, a place that feels pleasant. "For 
many people the first and only time they 
come to a cemetery is the day they bury  
a loved one."  

      With the butterfly garden, eco-
friendly options and tradition, "I don't 
think you would find it to be scary," she 
said.  
 
 

Change takes time 

     Josh Miller has seen more interest in 
green funeral practices compared to 
when he started in the funeral business  
in 2001, but he hasn't seen a big jump at 
his funeral home.  

     “My industry is really slow to change,” 
Miller said. “Because people hopefully 
don't make funeral arrangements  
frequently, the pace of change and the 
dispersion of information and ideas does 
not move quickly. ... Green burial may 
increase more, it probably will, but it’s  
a slow turn.” 

     A big difference for a funeral director 
using a green after death practice is  
preparing the body for viewing. Without 
embalming the body, the natural  
decomposing process will begin faster. 
Miller said the bodies have to be kept cool 
if there is a waiting period before any 
ceremony or burial, and makeup doesn't 
work well on cooler bodies. 

     Embalming bodies for burial became 
prevalent in the United States around 
the time of the Civil War. The process is 
used to slow down the natural processes 
and put some color back into the body. 
Embalming makes easier to have the 
person look as best as possible, he said. 

    The appearance of a green practice 
may be harder for some to recognize.  

     There is a personal and cultural  
comfort level that determines what 
mourners are willing to see. For people 
who choose to be wrapped in a shroud, 
like a sheet, and tethered on a board — it 
could be more graphic than a casket, he 
explained. As the body is carried it will 
move in the shroud. The silhouette of the 
body will be visible as it is carried from 
the hearse to the grave. 

     “That visual sometimes for folks at 
this point in the industry is more than 
what they’re ready to handle," he said.  
Is cremation green? 

     While cremation isn’t considered 
green, it can have green elements, such 
as using a biodegradable urn. 

     “Cremation uses far fewer resources 
than almost any other disposition option, 
but it certainly has an environmental  
impact,” according to the Green Burial 
Council’s website. 

    Cremation has vastly grown in  
popularity in the United States.  
According to the National Funeral  
Directors Association, the rate of  
cremation is projected to increase by 30 
percent in the next 18 years. 

    In 2018, the cremation rate is projected 
at 53.3 percent and has outpaced the rate 
of burials for three years. By 2035  
cremation may reach 80 percent due to 
“changing consumer preference,  
weakening religious prohibitions and 
environmental concerns,” the  
statement said. 

    Baskerville said there is another  
way to cremate that uses 95 percent  
less energy. The process uses water  
instead of a flame to essentially  
dissolve the body. The process is called 
alkaline hydrolysis.  

    New York does not currently allow 
flameless cremation or alkaline  
hydrolysis, according to Randy 
McCullough, the deputy executive  
director for the New York State Funeral 
Directors Association.  

MEFINNERTY@Gannett.com 

 

 
 

The Nature Trail in White Haven 
Memorial Park 

The Landscapes at White Haven 
Memorial Park 
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VCA 2018 Annual Meeting  
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Mid-Atlantic Cemetery-Funeral Conference 
November 7-9, 2018 

Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino 
Atlantic City, New Jersey 

 

     Once again, Virginia is participating in the bi-annual Mid-Atlantic Cemetery and Funeral Conference. It will be held at the 
Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino in Atlantic City, and the hotel room rate is $60 per night. The program is being finalized, and the 
registration package will go out this summer.  
 

     This is a well-run conference with participants from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware and Virginia. There is a 
wide range of industry suppliers, and the speaker line has been described as “ICCFA quality”. Please consider attending, and re-
member that Amtrak is an option. The VCA benefits from this meeting based on the number of attendees from our state. 
  

     At this point, it is expected that the event will begin on Wednesday,  

Past Presidents from left to right. Willie Wise, Jimmy Stuart,  
Angela Byrum, Diane Munn, Caroline Smyth, David Gilliam,  

Walt Melvin, Steve Gillespie & Chad Aylestock.  



 

 

 
 

Virginia Cemetery  
Association 
P.O. Box 74428 
N. Chesterfield, VA 23236 
Phone: 804-675-7502 
 
www.virginiacemeteryassociation.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help us to serve you better! 
Established 1948 

 
 

We are on the Web 
www.virginiacemeteryassociation.com 

Save the Date! 

VCA Annual Meeting 
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