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Hello VCA Members! 
 
I’ve always thought it was odd that we dedi-
cate a day to give thanks for all our bless-
ings…and then immediately follow that up 
with a day dedicated to fighting each other 
for the last Black Friday television or Tickle-
Me-Elmo doll. Of course, our explanation is 
that we are Christmas shopping… spending 
money we don’t have, to buy presents we 
can’t afford, to impress people we don’t like. 

 
Now, my view of the holiday season is not 
really that dim. Let’s call it a little bit of hy-
perbole, but here’s the point. My kids don’t 
remember the Lego set I searched and 
searched for. They don’t remember the Wii 
game they just had to have, the princess doll 
for the latest Disney movie (anybody singing 
“Let it go, let it go…..”?), or the rushed par-
ties and endless events that crowd our calen-
dars during this time of year. 
 

The stuff and the buzz are quickly forgotten. 
What they do remember is the time we 
spent together writing down the things we 
were thankful for on the “Thanksgiving 
Pumpkin”, or reading the Christmas story, 
or enjoying game night on New Year’s Eve.  

 
This holiday season, I encourage you to 
spend time with those you love. Hopefully, 
last month you had the chance to spend 
some time considering how you’ve been 
blessed. This month, let’s remember the true 
meaning of Christmas, and look forward to 
the endless possibilities of 2018. But in all of 
it, enjoy quality time with family and 
friends…the work will still be there on Jan-
uary 2nd. 

 
Merry Christmas! 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Chad Aylestock 
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Life isn't about getting and having, it's about giving and being. –Kevin Kruse  

David Gilliam, Jackie Martin, 
 Hinton Hurff and Jimmy Stuart 

 Angela Byrum and 
Hinton Hurff 



 

 

2017 Legislative Update 
 

By: VCA Legislative Committee: Michael H. Doherty, Jimmy Stuart & Caroline Smyth 
I. 2017 General Assembly  
You will recall that the cemetery perpetual care trust law was 
amended (effective 7-1-17) to permit a regulated cemetery to 
elect between an income method or total return method of 
trust accounting and distribution. The income method is the 
existing law permitting the cemetery to withdraw the income 
earned on the fund each year. “Income” was interpreted by the 
State Board to mean “ordinary income” (i.e., interest and divi-
dends, but not realized capital gains). The total return method 
permits the cemetery to withdraw up to 5% of the value of the 
fund at the end of the prior year. The reason behind the 
change is to give cemeteries and its trustees greater latitude to 
grow the fund by removing the incentive to invest in lower re-
turn income-producing investments (e.g., CD’s).  
II. State Cemetery Board  
On August 23, 2017, the Cemetery Board revoked the  
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Cemetery Company license of Monta Vista Memorial  
Gardens & Mausoleum in Galax, Virginia, and requested 
that the Virginia Attorney General’s Office seek the  
appointment of a Receiver for the cemetery. Robert 
Cratch, the owner and sole employee, is failing in his 
health and upkeep of the cemetery, and failed to file annu-
al trust reports for 2014-2016.  
The 2018 meeting dates of the State Board are February 7 
and September 5.  
III. 2018 General Assembly  
There are no known issues or bills pertaining to cemeter-
ies expected to come up in the next (2018) session of the 
General Assembly.  
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Mid-Atlantic Cemetery-Funeral Conference 
November 7-9, 2018 

Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino 
Atlantic City, New Jersey 

 
 Once again, Virginia is participating in the bi-annual Mid-Atlantic Cemetery and Fu-
neral Conference. It will be held at the Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino in Atlantic City, and 
the hotel room rate is $60 per night. The program is being finalized, and the registration 
package will go out this summer.  
 
 This is a well-run conference with participants from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Mary-
land, Delaware and Virginia. There is a wide range of industry suppliers, and the speaker 
line has been described as “ICCFA quality”. Please consider attending, and remember that 
Amtrak is an option. The VCA benefits from this meeting based on the number of attendees 
from our state. 
 
 At this point, it is expected that the event will begin on Wednesday,  
November 7th – 9th, 2018.  



 

 

Why is attending the VCA 
Annual Meeting Beneficial? 

¨ Quality presentations from nationally known 
speakers 

¨ Education: 

Þ      New Trends 
Þ      Methods 
Þ      Ideas 

¨ Building relationships with and meeting with 
suppliers 

¨ Networking opportunities  

¨ Bouncing ideas off of other members 

¨ Long term friendships 

¨ Helps  raise money to pay for our lobbyist! 

Why is being a part of VCA beneficial?  

Regulated cemeteries: 

¨ There is a bigger voice when we 
have a collective problem (e.g., 
bronze theft) 

¨ Members have access to industry 
professionals who have been in the 
business for decades and some of our 
members have practiced or are still 
practicing law. 

¨ You will always have many net-
working opportunities as well as the 
chance to build friendships over the 
years while being a part of VCA. 

¨ The association is a group of indus-
try professionals who are in tune to 
what is happening in the industry. 

¨ VCA has a professional lobbyist 
watching for legislation of interest to 

our industry and to assist, with the 
help of other lobbyists, in the resolu-
tion of issues (e.g., scrap dealers) 

¨ Customer concern/  
       compliant mitigation 

¨ Can be a level of insulation before 
an official Board complaint 

Unregulated cemeteries: 

¨ As a member, you have access to our 
membership to help you understand 
complex issues and why they matter 

¨ There is a bigger voice when we 
have a collective problem (e.g., 
bronze theft) 

¨ You will have access to members 
who are on, or have been on the 
state regulatory board. 

¨ The association is a group of indus-
try professionals who are in tune to 
what is happening in the industry. 

¨ VCA has a professional lobbyist 
watching for legislation of interest to 
our industry and to assist, with the 
help of other lobbyists, in the resolu-
tion of issues (e.g., scrap dealers) 

¨ You will have many networking op-
portunities  

¨ Friendships built over many years 

¨ Members have access to industry 
professionals who have been in the 
business for decades and some of our 
members have or are still practicing 
law. 

It is that time of year again. Fall is upon us and the grass 
is not growing as fast. This is a perfect time to get caught 
up on our internment sites that are a little low. The 
weather is perfect for growing grass. We have found this 
method to work well for us. We level the ground with top 
soil rake in seed and fertilizer using seed that is accepta-
ble in our soil. Cover with some type of covering. We use 
green matting. The weather should do the rest. This is a 
September project.  
November is a great time to repair all lawn equipment 
and weed eaters. Be sure to check all blade, belts, and 
mower decks. If they do need to be replaced you will have 
time to shop around for good deals. This is the perfect 
time to trim back trees and patch holes in the roadway 
before weather turns. This is also a good time to re-
evaluate our bills for the season to see if we are doing 
something wrong or we are not using the correct equip-
ment. Our guys also need to be sure that all gas is out of 
the carburetors before they can be put up for storage. We 
also need to be sure to polish our lowering devices.  
December is a busy month with all the extra activities 
and maybe snow. Are we ready for it??? We need to look 
back on our year to see what changes our families are 
expecting.  
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Maintenance News  
By: Don Green, Vice President—VCA  
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VCA's Past Presidents (Listed From Left to Right) Mike Doherty, Steve Gillespie,  Angela 
Byrum, Diane Munn,  Willy Wise, Hinton Hurff, David Gilliam, Caroline Smyth  
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How to Manage With Less Stress 
VCA Annual Meeting Itinerary 

 

 
 
 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 
 

9:00 a.m. Registration 
 
9:00 a.m. Golf Tournament (Contact Mike Doherty) 
 
4:30 p.m.  Board of Directors Meeting 

Location TBA 
 

6:00 p.m. President’s Reception  
 

Friday, June 8, 2018 
 

8:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
Location TBA 

 
8:30 a.m.  Annual Meeting 
 
9:00 a.m. Break with Suppliers 
 
9:30 a.m. Opening Comments/Introduction of Suppliers  
 
9:45 a.m. Mike Doherty – Legal update information on Next of Kin 
 
10:30 a.m. Break with Suppliers 
 
11:00 a.m. Barbara Walker/ and Jamie Iseminger from Sparks and Hammond – How they are doing 

the perpetual case funds 
 
11:45 a.m. State Board Update 
 Christine Martine – Executive Director DPOR 
 
12:30 p.m. Lunch and activities on your own. (Contact hotel for information) 
 
12:30 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting 

Location TBA 
 

6:00 p.m. Dinner on your own 
 
8:30 p.m.           Hospitality Room to talk to suppliers  
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Saturday, June 9, 2018 
 

8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
Location TBA 

   
8:30 a.m. Opening Remarks 
 
9:15 a.m. Lee Sandstead – History of Cemeteries 
 
10:00 a.m. Break with Suppliers 
 
10:30 a.m. Teresa Meadows – How to Handle Stress 
 
11:15 a.m. Randy Lowe – Cemetery Management in 3 to 5 year span 
 
12:30 p.m. Lunch on your own and Free Time 
 
5:00 p.m. Banquet 
 
 

Sunday, June 10, 2018 
 

9:00 a.m. Past President’s Breakfast 
Location TBA 
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Virginia Cemetery  
Association 
P.O. Box 74428 
N. Chesterfield, VA 23236 
Phone: 804-675-7502 
 
www.virginiacemeteryassociation.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help us to serve you better! 
Established 1948 

 
 We are on the 

Web 

Save the Date! 

VCA Annual Meeting 

June 7th-10th, 2018 
Homestead Resort 


